
Washington County Schools
Coordinated School Health - Voluntary COVID-19 Testing

INFORMATION FOR VOLUNTARY COVID-19 TESTING

Washington County Schools is now offering a voluntary K-12 COVID-19 testing program for students,
faculty and staff who are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. Washington County Schools will only
administer this voluntary test with parent consent for students.

What is the test?

The test for the COVID-19 virus is available free of charge to students, faculty and staff who are
symptomatic at school. The test will also be available to screen anyone (with or without symptoms)
during general testing periods after extended breaks such as Winter and Spring breaks. To collect a
specimen for this screening, a nurse will place a swab, similar to a Q-Tip, inside the tip of the nose. A
school nurse who has been trained to use this test will collect the specimen and a trained COVID-19
screening administrator will oversee the process. Results will be made available to the person who
authorized the testing as indicated below on this form. The results will be sent by text message, phone
call and/or email, usually within 24-72 hours of the test. This program is entirely optional for
symptomatic students, and can assist Washington County Schools in proceeding to immediate next steps
if a test is positive. The tests do not replace the importance of continuing to follow existing safety
protocols such as mask-wearing, social distancing, and frequent hand-washing and disinfection of
surfaces.

What should I do when I receive my or my child’s test results?

Coordinated School Health will move any student who is symptomatic at school to a location away from
other students and staff until the student’s parent arrives to take him/her home. Anyone symptomatic
cannot stay at school, regardless of the test result as COVID-19 is not the only communicable in
circulation in our region. People are most contagious when experiencing symptoms and no test is 100%
reliable. If the test result is positive, Coordinated School Health will provide information about next
steps, including the requirement for the student to stay at home until the infection period has ended and
he/she no longer is contagious.

Testing Eligibility:

Anyone presenting with respiratory symptoms and/or loss of taste/smell will be recommended for

testing. All others will be assessed by the School Nurse to determine if testing is recommended. If testing

is recommended,  the parent/guardian will be notified by the School Nurse for verbal consent.  On arrival

to pick up the children, the parent/guardian will need to complete the consent form.

Testing will only be recommended for someone that is symptomatic with the exception of general testing

periods following extended breaks.  General testing dates will  be found on the district website under the

COVID-19 tab after each extended break.

Disclaimer:

Your decision to consent to the test is completely voluntary. Washington County Schools will take reasonable precautions for the safety of
all students. Neither the test administrator nor Washington County Schools nor any of its trustees, officers, employees, or organization
sponsors are liable for any accident, injuries, or other damage that may occur to anyone tested arising out of or in any way connected to
this consent or the administration, evaluation, or results of the test for the COVID-19 virus.


